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EMPOWERED 

Session 2: What Kind of Church Does the Holy Spirit Create? 

Primary Scripture 

Acts 2:42–47 

 

Introduction — More Than a Weekly Gathering 

When many people think about church, they think primarily about: 

• a worship service  

• a building  

• a sermon  

• or a religious organization  

But Acts 2 presents something much deeper. 

The early Church was not simply a collection of individuals who believed the same things. 

It was a Spirit-formed community. 

The Holy Spirit did not merely create private spiritual experiences. 
The Spirit created a new kind of people. 

Acts describes believers who: 

• worshiped together  

• prayed together  

• learned together  

• shared their lives together  

• cared for one another  

• and lived with visible joy and generosity  

This mattered because Christianity was never meant to be lived alone. 

The Holy Spirit forms believers not only into disciples, but into a family. 

And in a world marked by isolation, division, fear, and individualism, that kind of community becomes a 
powerful witness to the presence of God. 

This session explores an important question: 

What kind of community does the Holy Spirit create? 



Because if we misunderstand the purpose of the Church, we will reduce Christianity either to: 

• private spirituality, 
or  

• religious activity.  

Acts presents something far richer. 

 

Movement 1 — The Spirit Creates Devoted People 

Acts 2 describes the early believers with one repeated idea: 
they devoted themselves. 

Read Scripture: Acts 2:42 

Notice what shaped their lives: 

• the apostles’ teaching  

• fellowship  

• shared meals  

• prayer  

This is important because spiritual growth does not happen accidentally. 

The early Church did not treat faith casually or occasionally. 
Their lives were intentionally shaped around God’s presence and one another. 

The word “devoted” implies consistency, commitment, and direction over time. 

This challenges the modern tendency to approach faith primarily through convenience or preference. 

Many people today want inspiration without formation. 

But Acts shows that spiritual maturity develops through repeated participation in: 

• Scripture  

• worship  

• prayer  

• community  

• and shared life  

The Holy Spirit does not merely create emotional moments. 
The Spirit forms habits, practices, and patterns that shape people over time. 

Read Scripture: Colossians 3:16 



Read Scripture: Hebrews 10:24–25 

Healthy churches do not merely gather crowds. 
They cultivate discipleship. 

 

Reflection 

What currently shapes most of your attention, priorities, and habits each week? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How intentional are you about creating space for spiritual formation in your everyday life? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Movement 2 — The Spirit Creates Genuine Community 

Acts describes believers who shared life deeply. 

Read Scripture: Acts 2:44–46 

This does not mean the early Church was perfect. 
Acts itself later describes conflict, disagreement, and struggle. 

But the Spirit created a community where people genuinely belonged to one another. 

This kind of community stood in sharp contrast to the surrounding culture. 

And honestly, it still does. 

Modern life often produces: 

• isolation  

• loneliness  

• individualism  

• transactional relationships  

• and shallow connection  

Many people today are surrounded by others but still feel profoundly alone. 

The Church was never meant to function like a social club or religious event people occasionally attend. 

The Church is meant to become a people who: 



• carry one another’s burdens  

• pray for one another  

• encourage one another  

• confess struggles honestly  

• and walk together through both joy and suffering  

Read Scripture: Galatians 6:2 

Read Scripture: Romans 12:9–16 

This kind of community requires vulnerability. 

And vulnerability can feel risky. 

But spiritual formation becomes difficult when people spend all their energy trying to appear strong, 
polished, or spiritually impressive. 

The Holy Spirit creates communities where honesty becomes safer than pretending. 

 

Reflection 

Where in your life do you experience genuine spiritual community right now? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What makes authentic community difficult or uncomfortable for you? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Movement 3 — The Spirit Produces Generosity 

One of the most striking features of the early Church was its generosity. 

Read Scripture: Acts 2:44–45 

This passage is often misunderstood. 

Acts is not primarily describing a political or economic system. 
It is describing transformed priorities. 

The believers no longer treated their possessions as the center of their identity or security. 

The Spirit reshaped how they viewed: 



• money  

• resources  

• time  

• and responsibility toward others  

Generosity became a natural expression of belonging to one another. 

This is important because the Holy Spirit does not only affect worship services or prayer meetings. 

The Spirit reshapes everyday life. 

Read Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:6–8 

Read Scripture: Matthew 6:19–21 

Throughout Scripture, generosity is connected to trust. 

Fear says: 

“I must protect myself first.” 

The Spirit teaches believers: 

“God is faithful, and I can live open-handedly.” 

This does not mean Christians ignore wisdom or boundaries. 
But it does mean the Spirit loosens the grip of fear, greed, and self-protection. 

A Spirit-formed Church becomes marked not by accumulation, but by generosity. 

 

Reflection 

What most influences your relationship with money, possessions, and security? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In what ways might generosity become part of your spiritual formation rather than simply an obligation? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Movement 4 — The Spirit Creates Joyful Witness 

Acts 2 describes believers who lived with: 



• gladness  

• sincerity  

• worship  

• and visible joy  

Read Scripture: Acts 2:46–47 

This matters because the early Church’s witness was not built only through preaching. 

People saw something different in the way believers lived together. 

The Church became a visible sign of God’s Kingdom. 

This does not mean life became easy. 

The early believers still faced: 

• suffering  

• persecution  

• uncertainty  

• and hardship  

But the Spirit produced a kind of joy rooted deeper than circumstances. 

Read Scripture: Philippians 4:4–7 

Read Scripture: John 15:9–11 

Christian joy is not denial. 
It is not pretending life is painless. 

Joy grows from confidence that: 

• God is present  

• God is faithful  

• and God is still working even when life feels unfinished  

This kind of joy becomes deeply compelling in a fearful and anxious world. 

And importantly: 
Acts says: 

“The Lord added to their fellowship…” 

Healthy witness grows naturally from Spirit-formed lives. 

The goal was not performance. 
It was faithfulness. 



 

Reflection 

Would people around you describe your faith primarily by anxiety, obligation, and frustration—or by hope, 
steadiness, and joy? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How might everyday faithfulness become a witness to others? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Note on Church and Spiritual Formation 

Many people approach church primarily as consumers: 

• “Did I enjoy the service?”  

• “Did I like the music?”  

• “Did the sermon meet my needs?”  

But Acts presents a different vision. 

The Church is not primarily a product to consume. 
It is a people being formed together by the Holy Spirit. 

This means spiritual maturity requires more than attendance. 

Formation happens through: 

• participation  

• relationship  

• worship  

• prayer  

• generosity  

• repentance  

• encouragement  

• and shared life  

The Holy Spirit forms believers not only individually, but communally. 



Christianity was never intended to be lived alone. 

 

Formation Practice (This Week) 

Practice: Paying Attention to Spiritual Formation 

Each day this week: 

Step 1 — Read Slowly 

Read Acts 2:42–47 each day. 

Pay attention to: 

• repeated themes  

• patterns of life  

• descriptions of community  

• and what stands out emotionally or spiritually  

Step 2 — Reflect Honestly 

Ask: 

“What parts of this kind of community do I long for most?” 

Then ask: 

“What parts make me uncomfortable?” 

Step 3 — Practice Intentional Connection 

Choose one intentional act of community this week: 

• encourage someone  

• pray with someone  

• share a meal  

• check in on someone struggling  

• serve quietly  

• reconnect with someone you have drifted from  

Do not overcomplicate it. 
Start small. 
Pay attention to how intentional connection affects your spiritual life. 

 



Living It Out 

Where do you most long for deeper spiritual community in your life right now? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is one practical step you could take this week toward deeper connection, participation, or 
generosity? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What habits or fears might be preventing deeper spiritual community from forming? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Final Reflection 

The Holy Spirit did not simply create individual believers. 

The Spirit created a people. 

Acts reminds us that the Church is meant to become: 

• a worshiping people  

• a praying people  

• a generous people  

• a joyful people  

• and a people shaped together by the presence of God  

The question is not simply: 

“Do I attend church?” 

But: 

“Am I allowing the Holy Spirit to form me within the life of the Church?” 

 

Weekly Prayer 

Holy Spirit, 

Teach me to live not only as an individual believer, 
but as part of the people You are forming. 



Help me grow in devotion, 
honesty, 
generosity, 
and joy. 

Give me courage to move beyond isolation, 
and help me become someone who strengthens and encourages others. 

Shape our church into a community that reflects the love, truth, and presence of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 


